Congregation Sinai
Religious School Parent Handbook 5771
(2010-2011)

Shalom!
Welcome to the 2010-2011 (5771) school year for Congregation Sinai Religious School.  With this handbook, we provide you with information about the when and the how regarding our classroom instruction and related programs.  

Congregation Sinai offers a unique approach to the education of all Jews:  children, adults, and families.  All of our congregation’s programs are developed for and oriented toward building a Jewish community.

Our program has two guiding principles:

1. Jewish education never ends. Learning is a lifetime endeavor. We hope to instill in our students a desire to continue their Jewish studies beyond their time spent in our school. We also provide opportunities for parents and children to learn together through regular family education programs.

2. Jewish education should engender in its students a sense of pride in their heritage and, most importantly, a sense of belonging to a unique and caring community.  

The religious school is governed by the Board of Trustees through the Education Committee of Congregation Sinai.  The Education Committee continually develops ideas and new programs to enrich the educational value for our students.  

May this coming year be one of health and happiness for you and your family. May it also be one of great learning and growth for you and our entire community.

B’shalom,

Katherine Mueller




Director of Education 


Contact Information

Education Director:  Katherine Mueller 264-1229, educator@sinai-sj.org
Rabbi Berkenwald:  rabbi@sinai-sj.org
SCHOOL HOURS

Sundays:  9:00 am- 12:00 pm
Kitah Gan-Kitah Zayin (K-7th)

Tuesdays:  4:15 PM-6:15 PM 

Kitah Gimmel-Kitah Zayin (3rd-7th) 

Mission Statement

Congregation Sinai Religious School partners with the Sinai community to create an environment that is conducive to learning and understanding Judaism within the framework of the Conservative Movement.  We strive to give children and families the tools and experiences that will help them to live a Jewish life.  We endeavor to impart a love for Judaism and for Eretz Yisrael, engagement with God, and a commitment to mitzvot and tikkun olam.  

Goals:

Yehadut: Love of being Jewish

To develop an appreciation of Judaism and a sense of pride in being Jewish by providing a positive, experiential atmosphere for learning prayers, history, and holidays using art forms, music, cooking, and other projects.

Mitzvot: Living a Jewish Life

To engage with God, Torah, and mitzvot within the framework of the Conservative Movement and to incorporate them into our lives in a meaningful way.

Tikkun Olam: Repairing the World

To develop a sense of Jewish responsibility towards all people throughout the world through tzedakah-charity and gemilut chasadim-acts of loving kindness.

Klal Yisrael:  Israel-Land, People, State

To develop an appreciation and identification with Klal Yisrael and to foster a sense of community with Jews in Israel and around the world.

T’fillah: Prayer 

To develop synagogue competence, including understanding the structure and meaning of Jewish prayer and the ability to participate in congregational services.

Ivrit:  Hebrew 

To develop basic Hebrew reading and writing skills.

EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Our Education Committee is continually re-examining the role of the religious school in our community. One of the goals of the Education Committee is to develop a document that reflects our community’s beliefs and values with respect to educating ourselves and our children.  We invite any interested congregants to join us. Please contact Katherine Mueller at educator@sinai-sj.org. 
WHAT WE EXPECT FROM STUDENTS

1. Regular attendance & punctuality.  Children missing more than 25% of class sessions may be required to obtain supplemental tutoring to fulfill school attendance requirements.

2. Bringing to school proper books and supplies. Kipot, pens or pencils, and folder must be brought to class by each child.

3. Participation in t’fillot (prayers) and special sessions. Kipot should be worn by all students at all times during school hours.

4. Cooperation with other students and staff.  Discipline problems will be handled by the teacher and Education Director as needed. Parents will be notified if there is a continuing problem.  NO child will be permitted to prevent learning in the classroom.  

5. Completion of home assignments and projects.  There will be regular assignments and/or reading to do. We take the educational program seriously, and we hope the children and families will as well.

WHAT WE EXPECT FROM OUR PARENTS  

1. Parent Volunteers/Committee.  Kehilla, community, hours.  Each family will be required to volunteer five hours of time over the course of the school year.  A list of volunteer opportunities will be available the first day of classes.  If you would like to join the Education Committee, please let Katherine know. 
. An alternative for families with scheduling conflicts is to "buy" their Kehillah hours at the rate of $36.00 per hour. We are really looking forward to making our families an even more integral part of our school community and we truly believe that we will all be richer for the experience!
2. Supplies.  Supplies, as you know, are limited, as is our budget.  Please provide your child with a binder/folder, and binder paper.  We are also asking each student to bring in a box of tissue.  If you have anything else that you might be willing to donate to the school, please contact your child’s teacher or Katherine.  Your donations will be much appreciated! We also are always in need of recyclables to use for craft projects including toilet paper rolls and paper towel rolls.  We are also in much need of art supplies; please see the attached form for what particular art supplies are needed.
3. School Snack. You provide snack for your child.  Our synagogue has a kosher/dairy kitchen. Any food brought into the synagogue MUST be kosher/dairy with a hechsher (please see a sampling of different hechshers). We ask that children do not bring meat snacks to the synagogue.  Please do not send candy.

4. Tzedakah. Charitable contributions will be collected each Sunday throughout the school year on a voluntary basis. The children have an opportunity as a class to determine where their tzedakah money goes. It is not the amount, but the SPIRIT behind the gift that we wish to teach our children to value. 

5. Parents are welcome to observe classes if they notify Katherine Mueller in advance.

6. Pick Up and Drop Off Procedures.  It is very important to their safety that they be dropped off and picked up ON TIME. Please do your best to be there for your children at dismissal time. No student should arrive more than 10 minutes before class begins or be picked up more than 10 minutes late.  
If  someone not on the emergency form is picking up your child please send me a note so that I know they have permission. 
WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT FROM US
1. Parent Communication.   Parent-Teacher Conferences will be held on March 6th. Updates on classroom activities will be emailed weekly.  If you do not have an email address or have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher or the Education Director.  We are here to work together in the education of your child.

2. Field Trips. A field trip may be scheduled over the course of the year.  Attendance is required at such times.  Every child must have a signed permission slip on file in the office BEFORE going on such a trip.

3. Shabbat Lamishpacha.   Every student is required to participate in the Shabbat Services. We offer Torah for Tots for children in grades K-2nd and Torah N’ Tefilah for children in grades 3rd-7th. 
SHABBAT ATTENDANCE

We ask that every family commit to attending Shabbat services over the course of the year.  This helps students and families learn the Shabbat morning service.

Below is the benchmark we want children in each grade to meet.  Attendance at Jr. Congregation or the main service fulfills the requirement.

K-2 attends 7 services

3rd grade attends 8 services

4th grade attends 10 services

5th grade attends 12 services

6th grade attends 16 services
TEEN PROGRAMMING
USY and Kadimah
Our teens and their Jewish friends are encouraged to participate in our Youth Groups.  These groups provide opportunities to socialize outside of our classrooms with other Jewish teens from around Northern California.  Teens also have the opportunity to participate in programs with Jewish teens from around the world.  A culminating program for participants is a USY trip to Israel. 
Junior Kadima- 5th & 6th
Kadimah is for youngsters in the 7th-8th grades.  

USY is for teens in the 9th-12th grades. 
If you are interested in joining either group, please contact Katherine in the school office or youth@sinai-sj.org

Congregation Sinai has once again formed a partnership with Hebrew High at Congregation Beth David.  It is open to all 8th-12th grade Sinai students.  We encourage every teen to attend classes there.  For more information, please contact Lindsay Greensweig at CBDHebrewHigh@aol.com.
Summary of The Topics covered in our curriculum:

	
	Gan
	Aleph
	Bet
	Gimmel
	Dalet
	Hey
	Vav
	Zayin

	Hebrew
	Aleph- Bet
	Review of Aleph-Bet
	Vowels
	Reading Skills
	Shema & Blessings
	Amidah
	Torah Service
	Shaharit

	Tefilah
	Modeh Ani, Mah Tovu, Shema, 
Shabbat brachot
	Barachu,
Shalom Aleichem

Etz Chayim


	Shehecheyanu

Lecha Dodi

Oseh Shalom

Havdallah
	Brachot System
	
	
	
	

	History
	none
	none
	none
	none
	History of the Jewish populations from Jewish culture from around the world
	Israeli History
	Middle ages until the Holocaust


	Holocaust

	Tanak
	Read Aloud Stories from Genesis
	Parashat Ha Shavuah
	Prophets
	Genesis
	Exodus
	Leviticus
	Deuteronomy/

numbers
	Prophets 

	Chagim
	Home Observance
	shul
	mitzvot
	Brachot
	World traditions
	Biblical Passages 
	Application of Values today
	Hot topics

	Judaic
	Identity, Jewish Home, Jewish symbols
	Synagogue
	Values
	Lifecycles
	Jewish Culture from Around the World
	Israeli history, geography and culture
	Values
	Jewish Lenses


Congregation Sinai

Religious School Calendar

5771 – 2010/2011

28 Sundays

30 Tuesdays 

 Grades: K- 7th  : Sunday 9:30AM-12:00 PM

 Grades 3rd-7th     :Tuesday 4:15-6:15PM

September

Sunday    September   12 – 1st Sunday of Religious School & Bnei Mitzvah program

(parents come for question/answer session)

Tuesday  September 14 –  Religious School

Sunday   September 19 -   Religious School

Tuesday  September  21-  Religious School

Sunday   September  26 –Religious School & B’nei Mitzvah Program- Breakfast in the Sukkah- 9:00AM for parents & students

Tuesday  September  28 – Religious School

October

Sunday  October  3-  Religious School: Family Education Day for Grades K-2nd

Tuesday  October  5 – Religious School

Sunday  October 10-  Religious School & B’nei Mitzvah Program-
 7th grade family B’nei Mitzvah  meeting 

Tuesday  October 12-  Religious School
Sunday  October 17 –Religious School- 6th Grade B’nei Family Meeting/Learning

Tuesday  October 19 – Religious School

Sunday   October 24 – Religious School& B’nei Mitzvah Program

Tuesday October 26 – Religious School

Sunday  October 31 –Religious School: Family Education Day for Grades 3rd-5th

November

Tuesday   November    2  –  Religious School

Sunday   November    7 –   Religious School& B’nei Mitzvah Program- Celebration of the Animals

Tuesday   November    9 –   Religious School

Sunday   November   14 –  Religious School- Biblical Heroes 1st/2nd Grade Program 10:30-12

Tuesday   November   16 –  Religious School

Sunday   November    21 –Religious School& B’nei Mitzvah Program-
 7th Grade Family Bnei Mitzvah Family Meeting

Tuesday November    23 –  No Religious School

Sunday   November   28 –  No Religious School Thanksgiving Weekend
Tuesday November   30- Religious School

December

Sunday December   5–     Religious School& B’nei Mitzvah Program: 
Open House 11:15-12 All grades will present work
Tuesday December   7 –    Religious School

Sunday December   12 –    Religious School & B’nei Mtizvah Program
Tuesday December  14 –   Religious School

Sunday December  19 –   January 3 No Religious School/ Winter Break
January

Tuesday January   4 –   Religious School Resumes
Sunday January  9 –   Religious School& B’nei Mitzvah Program

5TH Grade Israel Program 10:30-12

Tuesday January  11 –  Religious School

Sunday January  16 – Religious School- No school- Martin Luther King

Tuesday January   18 – Religious School

Sunday January  23 – Religious School & B’nei Mitzvah Program

- Family Tu B’Shevat Seder

Tuesday January   25 – Religious School

Sunday January  30-   Religious School- 6th Grade Family B’nei Mitzvah Meeting 10AM-12

February

Tuesday February 1 – Religious School

Sunday February   6 & B’nei Mitzvah Program

   Religious School: Family Education Day for Grades K-2nd

Tuesday February    8 –   Religious School

Sunday   February   13 –  Religious School

Tuesday February   15 –  Religious School

Sunday February 20 –   No Religious School – Presidents Day
Tuesday February  22 –   Religious School

Sunday February 27-    Religious School& B’nei Mitzvah Program

 Family Education Day for Grades 3rd-5th

March

Tuesday March  1 –   Religious School

Sunday March  6 –   Religious School: Parent-Teacher Conferences for 4th-6th grade
Tuesday March  8 –   Religious School

Sunday March 13 –  Religious School& B’nei Mitzvah program

 Family Education Day Grades K-2nd
Tuesday March 15 –  Religious School

Sunday March 20 –  Religious School – Megilah reading 9AM Purim Carnival 11:30AM
Tuesday March 22 –  Religious School

Sunday March 27 –  Religious School& B’nei Mitzvah Program

 Jewish Culture from Around the World 3rd/4th Grade 10:30-12PM

Tuesday March 29 –  Religious School

April

Sunday  April   3-   Religious School & B’nei Mitzvah program: Family Education Day Grades 3rd-5th

Tuesday April   5-    Religious School
Sunday  April 10 -  Religious School: Tragedies vs. Victories  6th Grade 10:30-12PM

Tuesday April 12 –  Religious School

Sunday   April 17-   Religious School & B’nei Mitzvah Program
Tuesday April 19-  No School for Passover until May 1

May

Sunday May 1-    Religious School & B’nei Mitzvah program Resumes, 

(11:30 Yom HaShoah Memorial for Grades 4th-7th)

Tuesday May 3-    Religious School

Saturday May 7-  B’nei Mitzvah Inauguration Class of 5772 

Sunday May 8 –   No Religious School Mother’s Day

Tuesday May 10 – Religious School

Sunday May 15 – Last Day of Religious School & B’nei Mitzvah program: End of Year Meeting & Lunch
